MINUTES OF MEEETING OF THE EBONYI STATE 2021 CITIZENS' BUDGET INPUTS AND
PUBLIC CONSULTATION AT AKANU-IBIAM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE,
ABAKALIKI ON TUESDAY, 1°" DECEMBER, 2020

AGENDA OF MEETING

1. ATTENDANCE

The following Ebonyians attended the meeting.
His Excellency, the Deputy Governor of Ebonyi State
Market Women Association

Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC)

Trade Union Congress (TUC)

Nigeria Union of Teachers (NUT)

Nigeria Bar Association (NBA)

Physical Challenged Persons
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
Students Union

Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN)

Muslim Community

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)

NULGE

Nigeria Union of Journalist (NUJ)

Traditional Rulers Council

Town Union Presidents

Chamber of Commerce, Ebonyi State Chapter
National Union of Women Society

FIDA

Local Government Council Chairmen
Development Centre Coordinators

2. NATIONAL ANTHEM
National Anthem was sung at exactly 11:35 AM.

3. OPENING PRAYER
Opening prayer was said at exactly 11:38 AM by the Permanent Secretary Budget, Finance
and SFTAS, Mrs Patricia Okiri.

4. KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF EBONYI SFTAS STEERING COMMITTEE
On behalf of the Chairman SFTAS Steering Committee and Hon. Commissioner for Finance
and Economic Development, the State Accountant-General, Mr. Emeka Nwankwo gave a
keynote address. In his address, he said that Ebonyi State Government was committed to
accountable governance and was determined to bridge the gap between citizens and
government by the measures it was taking to promote greater transparency and
accountability in the entire budget framework. He enjoined the citizens to utilize the
opportunity created by the State Government on this citizens’ engagement and suggest
to the Government areas of their priority needs at their various localities to enable
Government capture them in the budget for 2021.



5. PRESENTATION OF THE PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET BY THE HON. COMMISSIONER FOR
FINANCE

The Honourable Commissioner for Finance and Economic Development Mr. Orlando
Okechukwu Nweze presented the 2021 Budget Proposal to the public. The breakdown of
the Budget Proposal was as follows;

Statutory Allocation - 35,000,000,000
Other Revenues - 12,967,838,694.20
Expected Revenue (IGR) - 12,858,297,657.83
Total Revenue - 60,826,136,352.03
Personnel Cost - 106,449,877,713.83
Overhead Cost - 33,542,990,169.15
Total Recurrent - 49992867,882.48

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

Administration - 3,043,313,300.00
Economics - 35,879,263,657.00
Law - ©693,200,000.00
Regional - 176,490,000.00
Social - 31,064,910,383.01
Total - 72,859,177,340.01

6. RESPONSES FROM THE PUBLIC

The State Chairman, Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) Comrade Leonard Nkah, applauded
the State Government on his prudence in expending the public fund and reiterated the
support of his group to the proposed budget.

The State Chairman of the Trade Union Congress (TUC) Comrade Michael Nwonu is his
responses requested that the 2021 budget should provide for the over all promotion of the
workers in the State without imposing illegal revenue collection on the general public.

The State Chairman of the Nigeria Union of Teachers (NUT) Comrade Francis Egwu
requested that in the 2021 budget, State Government should consider massive employment
of Teachers in the State.

The State Chairperson of FIDA, Barr. Mrs. Grace Ifeanacho chima seized the opportunity to
campaign against the increase in the gender based violence in the state and requested that
a provision for shelter should be made for the victims of gender based violence.

In his own response, the State Chairman of the Nigerian Union of Journalist (NUJ) Comrade
Tony Nwizzi, commended the Executive Governor of Ebonyi State on his 100%
implementation of Budgets since 2015 and requested for the following;

I. Recruitment of new workers to replace the retired ones

[l. Increased fund for Small and Medium Enterprises (SME)

[1l. Re-Visitation of the oversea scholarship program of the State.

Dr. Mrs. Ngozi Obichukwu on behalf of the Rachael Umahi Women Organization,
commended the State Government for passing what she described as Realizable Budgets
since 2015 and requested for constitution of Monitoring and Evaluation Team to follow up
the Budget when eventually passed.



The Representative of the the Market Women Association, Mrs. Otuonye, appreciated the
State Government for partnering with and caring for the Market Women. She requested for
more conducive environment for doing business and loan facilities for the Market Women
Association.

The State Chairman of the Traditional Ruling Council, HRH Eze Charles Mkpuma thanked
the State Government for proposing a Budget he described as being favourable to all and
sundry.

The Representative of the Chambers and Commerce, Ebonyi State Chapter, Mr. Nduka Ozor,
requested government to look into the challenges of Ebonyi Building Material Ezzamgbo
and Pipe Production Company with a view to stabilize them. Also, pleaded with the State
Government not to abandon the ongoing Industrial Clusters at both Ebonyi North and
Central Zones.

The Representative of the CSOs and NGOs, Mr. Azu Collins, requested for more
incorporation of the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) in Government projects and programs.

Comrade Emmanuel Nwali, on behalf of the Students body, eulogized the State
Government on the way and manners they are carrying students along in Government
programs and policies and requested for provision of buses to the students body.

The Representative of the Association of the Town Union Presidents, Chief Alo lkechukwu
Onwe, requested for a Secretariat for their Association and for their members to be added
to the State Government payroll.

7. SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

In his speech, His Excellency the Governor who was represented by His Excellency the
Deputy Governor, Barr. Eric Kelechi Igwe (Phd), appreciated Ebonyians for coming out en
mass to make their various inputs into the 2021 Budget and reassured them that
Government will take their contributions into serious considerations before presenting the
budget to the House of Assembly.

8. VOTE OF THANKS

Hon. Mrs Chinyere Nwogbaga who is the Executive Chairman of Ebonyi LGA and ALGON
Secretary, thanked the State Government for the wonderful engagement with the citizens
in the preparation of the 2021 budget and advised the citizens never to get tired of answering
all call from the State Government as they will certainly benefit from every call from the
Government.

9. CLOSING PRAYER
The closing prayer was said by Mr. Elechi Emmanuel .O. at exactly 318 PM and group
photographs were taken.

10. NATIONAL ANTHEM
National Anthem was recited at exactly 3:30 PM.
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tate Chairman NLC
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Representative of NUT
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Representing Town Union Presidents
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8. Comrade Michael Nwonu
08060986440
State Ch,a' man TUC
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Representing NGOs

11. Mrs. Chris Otuonye Nnenna
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Representing Market Women
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